
 

March 31, 2014 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
I have an exciting announcement concerning our school.  Caritas Family Services is 

ceasing its operation of St. John’s Daycare and Pre-School as of April 25.  It is located at 

2620 Lebanon Avenue on the grounds of the Diocesan Pastoral Center.  Our school 

board has been discussing both the need to add a three year old pre-Kindergarten 

program as well as a fully equipped science lab.  Presently we do not have enough 

room for either because all space is in use.  We plan to move our pre-Kindergarten 

program to the former St. John’s Daycare site beginning with the 2014-2015 school year.  

At that time that location will be renamed “Saint Teresa School Monsignor Eichenseer 

Early Childhood Center.”  

 

The program will include both three year old and four year old students and they will 

enjoy all the same benefits that are at our main campus.  The staff is very excited about 

the new opportunities with more space, a larger play area and more play ground 

equipment for their age group.  Just like our main campus, the students will have 

computers, music, physical education, a library, prayer opportunities, SMART Boards, 

etc.  They will have regular visits from the principal and have before and after care 

available.   

 

Because the facility is already a state approved daycare, the building is secure and will 

be subject to the same safety measures that we presently take with our students and 

parents will be a part of the IRIS alerts that we have at the main campus.  We are 

working on ways for the students to occasionally enjoy some activities at our main 

campus. 

 

Once the transition takes place, we plan to do a thorough cleaning, repainting, new 

window treatments, a reorganization of the space and anything else to bring the 

building up to our standards.  Once that is done, we hope to have several open houses 

that everyone can see our commitment to this program and its continued quality.  After 

Mr. Birdsong comes on as principal and we can evaluate the use of all our space at the 

main campus, we hope to move forward with the construction of a science lab for our 

students. 

 

I regret that we were not able to announce this sooner, but the opportunity came at 

the last minute and Mr. Grimmer, our teachers, school board, Mrs. Thro, and others have 

been working tirelessly since we learned of the opportunity.  Not only have I been 

negotiating with Caritas Family Services (also known as Christian Social Services and 

earlier Catholic Social Services) but also with the Diocese of Belleville, who owns the 

building.  For those who have already registered and are unhappy with the change 

please check it out before making a final decision.  If still unhappy, we will offer a full 

refund of any registration fees.   
 

Msgr. David Darin 


